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• Students studying in UK Higher Education (HE) 
may receive reading lists consisting of 30 or 40 
books, or specific chapters in books. Librarians 
desperately want to satisfy student demand by 
providing more e-books, but are frequently 
unable to find or acquire around 50% of the titles 
they need in e- format. Although academic 
libraries continue to provide their users with print 
copies, e-book editions are also needed to:
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• support distance learners
• meet the expectations of lecturers and 
students who expect that all recommended 
reading will be available on-line
• enable searching and quick browsing
• improve accessibility for students with 
visual impairments
• reduce pressure on library space
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